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Fiscal Implications:  The Department of Health (DOH) defers to the Department of Taxation 1 

(DOTAX) for fiscal implications of implementation and to the Department of the Attorney 2 

General (AG) for fiscal implications for enforcement. 3 

Department Testimony:  The DOH supports Senate Bill 2902 (S.B. 2902) as a measure to 4 

protect the public’s health, especially youth, from the harmful effects of tobacco use and 5 

initiation.  Youth are price sensitive, and in Hawaii increasing the price of cigarettes through 6 

taxation has contributed to the reduction of smoking by high school students, from 28% in 2000 7 

to 8% in 2017, a reduction of 71%.1,2  Hawaii does not tax electronic smoking devices (ESDs) 8 

like other tobacco products, and often ESDs can be purchased at lower costs than cigarettes.  The 9 

low cost, pairing of flavors and nicotine, and technological appeal, has overturned the youth 10 

tobacco prevention efforts in Hawaii.3  By 2017, the high school ESD use rate was the second 11 

highest in the nation at 25%, and middle school use the highest at 16%.4  Other states are 12 

responding to the increase in youth ESD through pricing, and to date 21 states and the District of 13 

 
1 Pesko, M. F., Huang, J., Johnston, L. D., & Chaloupka, F. J. (2018). E-cigarette price sensitivity among middle- and high-school 
students: evidence from monitoring the future. Addiction (Abingdon, England), 113(5), 896–906. doi:10.1111/add.14119 
[retrieved 2-12-2020] 
2 Holmes JR, Ching LK, Cheng D, Johnson L, Yap, L, Starr RR and Irvin, L. 2018. Tobacco Landscape, Honolulu, Hawaii State 
Department of Health, Chronic Disease Prevention and Health Promotion Division.   
3 Barrington-Trimis JL, and Leventhal AM. Adolescents’ Use of “Pod Mod” E-Cigarettes — Urgent Concerns. NEJM 2018; 
379:1099-1102. DOI: 10.1056/NEJMp1805758. [retrieved 2-12-2020] 
4 Hawaii Health Data Warehouse, Hawaii Youth Risk Behavior Survey, 2017.  
 

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC5895490/
https://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/nejmp1805758
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Columbia have enacted ESD taxation laws, and annual tax revenues range from one to ten 1 

million dollars.5 2 

 Since the U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) and Surgeon General declaration 3 

of the unprecedented youth e-cigarette epidemic in the fall of 2018, youth use continues to rise.  4 

By 2019, 27.5% of high school students said they vaped compared to 20.8% in 2018.6  In total 5 

numbers, 4.1 million high school youth and 1.2 million middle school youth said they currently 6 

use e-cigarettes.7  Youth who use e-cigarettes have been casualties in the outbreak of e-7 

cigarette, or vaping, product use associated lung injury (EVALI) nationwide, and nationally by 8 

February 4, 2020 resulted in 2,758 confirmed hospitalizations and 64 deaths with more deaths 9 

under investigation.  Of the confirmed EVALI cases, 15% were under 18 years and 37% were 10 

18 to 24 years of age.8 11 

The need for state action to protect youth from the promotion of ESDs is imperative.  On 12 

January 2, 2020, the U.S. FDA announced the agency was prioritizing the enforcement of their 13 

existing authority only on flavored cartridge based ESDs products.  This limited enforcement 14 

excludes menthol, disposable, tank system, and refillable devices.  All of the ESD products on 15 

sale today are considered pre-market, that is, these are being sold with no prior FDA testing and 16 

approval.  This limited enforcement does not do enough to protect youth since they report using 17 

a variety of ESD products including refillable devices.9  Moreover, according to a national 18 

study reported in the American Journal of Preventive Medicine, nearly half of youth smokers 19 

(42%) initiated with a menthol product10 indicating that the federal mandate exempts products 20 

 
5 https://www.ncsl.org/research/fiscal-policy/electronic-cigarette-taxation.aspx  [retrieved 2-12-2020]  
 
6 Wang TW, Gentzke AS, Creamer MR, et al. Tobacco Product Use and Associated Factors Among Middle and High School Students — 
United States, 2019. MMWR Surveill Summ 2019;68(No. SS-12):1–22. DOI: http://dx.doi.org/10.15585/mmwr.ss6812a1 
7 Ibid.  
8 Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, Office on Smoking and Health. Outbreak of Lung Injury Associated with the Use of E-cigarette, or 
Vaping, Products, retrieved February 12, 2020 from https://www.cdc.gov/tobacco/basic_information/e-cigarettes/severe-lung-
disease.html#latest-outbreak-information 
9 Cullen KA, Gentzke AS, Sawdey MD, et al. e-Cigarette Use Among Youth in the United States, 2019. JAMA. Published online November 05, 
2019. doi:10.1001/jama.2019.18387:  https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/fullarticle/2755265  
10 Cohn, A. M., Rose, S. W., Dsilva, J., & Villanti, A. C. (2019). Menthol Smoking Patterns and Smoking Perceptions Among Youth: Findings From 
the Population Assessment of Tobacco and Health Study. American Journal of Preventive Medicine, 56(4). doi: 10.1016/j.amepre.2018.11.027 
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that remain highly enticing to youth.  States have an opportunity to act to address these gaps in 1 

policy. 2 

The federal administration raised the national legal age of sale of all tobacco products, 3 

including ESDs, from 18 to 21 years of age.  While such legislation is meant to prevent youth 4 

access and initiation of tobacco, the acceleration of unregulated online tobacco product sales has 5 

created a dangerous loophole, by providing an appealing option for underage smokers.  In the 6 

current unregulated online market, youth easily, and often, circumvent the age verification 7 

process for purchasing tobacco.  According to the Internet Tobacco Vendors Study (ITV), 8 

supported by the National Cancer Institute and the United States Food and Drug Administration 9 

(USFDA) Center for Tobacco Products, minors were successful in buying ESDs online 93% of 10 

the time despite age restrictions.  Another study found that ESDs were often shipped from 11 

internet vendors without instructions or health warnings.  Due to the easy access for minors 12 

through online marketing, public health researchers recommend more vigorous policies to 13 

prohibit sales to minors.11,12 14 

The DOH supports S.B. 2902 as a strong and comprehensive measure that addresses the 15 

key regulatory components that can reduce access to ESDs among Hawaii’s youth and young 16 

adults and encourage users to quit. 17 

Thank you for the opportunity to testify. 18 

Offered Amendments:  The DOH offers suggested clarifying amendments for a Senate Draft 1 19 

as an attachment and provides the following explanation of the changes: 20 

- Section 2, beginning page 6 line 16, to page 7 line 22, replace the term "person" in subsections 21 

(a) through (f) of the bill with the phrase "person or entity" so the subsections read as follows: 22 

 
11 Williams RS, Derrick J, Ribisl KM. Electronic Cigarette Sales to Minors via the Internet. JAMA Pediatric. 2015;169(3): e1563.  
doi:10.1001/jamapediatrics.2015.63. 
12 Kong AY, Derrick JC, Abrantes AS, Williams RS. What is included with your online e-cigarette order? An analysis of e-cigarette shipping, 
product and packaging features. Tobacco Control. [Epub ahead of print] June 29, 2016. doi:10.1136/tobaccocontrol-2016-053061. 
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(a)  A person or entity commits the offense of 1 

unlawful shipment of tobacco products if the person or 2 

entity:   3 

*  * *  4 

(f)  Notwithstanding the existence of other remedies 5 

at law, any person or entity that purchases, uses, 6 

controls, or possesses any tobacco products for which 7 

the applicable taxes imposed under title 14 have not 8 

been paid, shall be liable for the applicable taxes, 9 

plus any penalty and interest as provided for by law. 10 

- Subsection (b)(1), page 7, lines 3 to 6, delete reference to HRS section 245-62 from the new 11 

offense of unlawful shipment of tobacco products.  12 

- Page 9, line 1 remove strikethrough from, “electronic.”   13 



http://www.heart.org/
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To:  The Honorable Rosalyn H. Baker, Chair;  

The Honorable Stanley Chang, Vice Chair; 
and Members of the Senate Committee on Commerce, Consumer Protection, and 
Health 

 
From:  Rona M. Suzuki, Director 
  Department of Taxation 
 

Re: S.B. 2902, Relating to Tobacco Products 
Date: Thursday, February 13, 2020 

Time: 9:30 A.M. 
Place:  Conference Room 229, State Capitol 

 
The Department of Taxation (Department) supports S.B. 2902, an Administration measure. 

This measure makes multiple amendments to chapter 245, Hawaii Revised Statutes (HRS). These 
amendments will enable improved regulation of the sale of electronic smoking products.  S.B. 2902 
is effective January 1, 2021. 
 
 The Department appreciates the increase in license fees in section 245-2, HRS, and permit 
fees in section 245-2.5, HRS. In most cases, the current fee amount does not cover the cost to the 
State to issue the license. 
 

The Department supports the other parts of this measure as well, but requests the following 
changes: 

 
1.  On page 11, line 1, the section number of the measure should be added (i.e., 

SECTION 5. Section 245-2.5, Hawaii Revised Statutes is amended …) 
 

2.  It appears that the only amendment in Section 6 is the deletion of the word "and" on 
page 15, line 18. This "and" should not be deleted as it joins paragraph (5) to 
paragraph (6). 
 

3.  Clarify the definition of "electronic smoking device." As currently written, the 
definition includes "any … component part" of a device. The Department notes that 
this definition is broader than existing law as it applies to tobacco.  For example, 
devices such as tobacco pipes and hookahs, and the component parts needed to 
build a tobacco pipe or hookah, are not subject to the tobacco tax. The Department 
suggests excluding the electronic smoking devices (and parts) that do not contain e-
liquid. This will create parity between tobacco and e-liquid. 

 
Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony in support of this measure. 
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Senator Rosalyn H. Baker, Chair 

Senator Stanley Chang, Vice Chair 

Senate Committee on Commerce, Consumer Protection, and Health 

 

February 13, 2020, 9:30 a.m., Conference Room 229 

 

Testimony in Strong Support of Senate Bill 2902 Relating To Electronic Smoking Products 

 

The American Lung Association is the leading organization working to save lives by improving lung 

health and preventing lung disease, through research, education and advocacy. The work of the American 

Lung Association in Hawaii and across the nation is focused on four strategic imperatives: to defeat lung 

cancer; to improve the air we breathe; to reduce the burden of lung disease on individuals and their 

families; and to eliminate tobacco use and tobacco-related diseases.  

 

The American Lung Association calls on Hawaii officials to implement taxation of electric smoking 

devices (in parity with other tobacco products). Tobacco use remains Hawaii's and the nation's leading 

cause of preventable death and disease, taking an estimated 480,000 lives every year in the U.S.  

 

The need for Hawaii to protect youth from tobacco is more urgent than ever, with youth e-cigarette use 

reaching epidemic levels due to a 78 percent increase in high school e-cigarette use from 2017 to 2018, 

according to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC). This equals one million additional 

kids beginning to use e-cigarettes, placing their developing bodies at risk from the chemicals in e-

cigarettes, as well as a lifetime of deadly addiction.  

 

Regulating e-cigarettes is necessary to protect public health and prevent youth initiation and nicotine 

addiction. This bill would apply a tax to e-cigarettes devices and e-liquids, require licensing and 

permitting for wholesalers and retailers, and create online shipment restrictions to consumers. It would 

also dedicate a percent of the revenues to tobacco prevention, control, and research. 

 

By increasing funding for tobacco control programs, Hawaii would have a powerful opportunity to further 

reduce and prevent tobacco use, including supporting communities that still use tobacco at higher rates 

and who have been targeted by the tobacco industry. Despite Hawaii receiving an estimated $160 million 

from tobacco settlement payments and tobacco taxes, the state does not fund tobacco control efforts at 

levels recommended by the CDC. 

 

The use of electronic smoking devices by youth in Hawaii is nearly double the national average, and 

urgent action is required by state legislators in 2020 to address it. The American Lung Association in 

Hawaii urges legislators to continue to support and advocate for policies to protect youth from tobacco 

use by passing Senate Bill 2902.  

 

 

 

 

Pedro Haro 

Executive Director 

American Lung Association in Hawaii 

pedro.haro@lung.org 
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Date: February 12, 2020 
To:  Senator Rosalyn H. Baker, Chair 
 Senator Stanley Chang, Vice Chair 

Members of the Commerce, Consumer Protection and Health 
Committee 

Re: Strong Support SB 2902, Relating to Tobacco Products 
Hrg:  February 13, 2020 at 9:30 at Conference Room 229 
 

 
The Coalition for a Tobacco-Free Hawai‘i, a program of the Hawai‘i 
Public Health Institutei is in Strong Support of SB 2902 which imposes a 
tax electronic smoking devices (ESDs) and e-liquids, requires 
wholesalers and retailers to obtain a license and a retail tobacco permit, 
and restricts the shipment of tobacco products to anyone other than a 
licensee.  
 
E-cigarette use among youth and young adults has become a public 
health concern. 
In 2017, 1 in 4 (25.5%) public high school students and more than 1 in 6 
(15.7%) public middle school students in Hawai‘i reported that they are 
regularly vapingii. Hawai‘i has the third highest high school e-cigarette 
rate in the Country. Because ESDs remain unregulated, e-cigarette 
companies have aggressively marketed their products by glamorizing 
their use, using celebrities and young adults as endorsers, and making 
false health claims. E-cigarettes often contain nicotine, which is 
addictive and harmful particularly to adolescents, whose brains are still 
developing. A 2016 report by the Surgeon General concluded that e-
cigarettes are dangerous and a health threat to youth and young 
adultsiii. According to an article published by Dr. Jackler and Dr. 
Ramamurthi, “JUUL has triggered a widespread rush among aerosol 
purveyors to market e-liquid in unprecedentedly high nicotine 
concentrationsiv.” 
 
Electronic smoking devices (ESDs) are the only tobacco product 
without a tobacco tax. 
In 2016, the FDA deemed e-cigarettes, including its components and 
parts as tobacco products. In a pollv conducted by Ward Research Inc. 
for the Coalition in November 2019, 86% of registered Hawai‘i voters 
were in support of taxing e-cigarettes at the same rate as cigarettes or  
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other tobacco products. Because ESDs are not subject to current State tobacco tax laws, they 
are seen as lower-priced tobacco alternatives with virtually no restrictions that can be 
appealing to the youth. A local retailer is selling 30mL of e-liquid, some with strengths up to 50 
mg of nicotine per mL, for as little as $2.99vi. Some companies have starter kits for $0.99. 
Raising taxes and increasing the price of tobacco products is a proven strategy to reduce 
consumption for both adults and youth.  
 
The Coalition emphasizes that is important to include all e-liquids in a tobacco tax, as a 2015 
study of more than 58 million e-cigarette units found that 99% of these contained nicotine, 
whether or not they were labeled as zero nicotine or nicotine-freevii. We are concerned that 
the State lacks the resources to test if e-liquids sold are indeed nicotine-free and the study is 
evidence that we cannot rely on self-reported information on nicotine content alone.  

 
The Coalition supports establishing an ESD tax and appreciates the intent of the measure to 
dedicate a portion of the tax revenue to tobacco prevention and control programs, however it 
appears to only be in the purpose section of the bill. In the same poll conducted by Ward 
Research, 93% of registered Hawai‘i voters believe it is important to dedicate some of the 
funding from an ESD tax to tobacco prevention and cessation programs. 
 
ESD licensing and permits protect both consumers and merchants.  
The Coalition recommends that ESD sellers and vendors obtain a tobacco permit and/or 
license which is currently required for any tobacco retailer or wholesaler. This consistency 
would assist with the communication and enforcement of current tobacco tax and purchase 
laws. In addition, the Coalition supports the proposed increased fees for the tobacco permit 
and license. 
 
This measure corrects the loophole in our minimum age selling and tax laws. 
Online ESD sellers simply ask users to click a button to verify their age – a process that is both 
ineffective and inadequate. This measure helps to correct this loophole by requiring that ESD 
products be shipped to a registered and licensed seller allowing the State to enforce current 
tobacco selling and taxation laws. 
 
To reiterate, 25.5% of our high school youth reported that they are regularly vaping. 
However, our adult rate is 4.3%viii. A study has shown that for every one adult that quits 
smoking using e-cigarettes, 81 youth will become cigarette smokersix. This is not a trade-off 
we can accept. We need to take action and regulate electronic smoking devices for our kids. 
The current Surgeon General, VADM Jerome Adams issued an advisory in December 2018 
“emphasizing the importance of protecting our children from a lifetime of nicotine addiction 
and associated health risks by immediately addressing the epidemic of youth e-cigarette use. 
The recent surge in e-cigarette use among youth, which has been fueled by new types of e-
cigarettes that have recently entered the market, is a cause for great concern. We must take 
action now to protect the health of our nation’s young peoplex.” Hawai‘i has made enormous 
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progress on tobacco control and we ask the legislature to take the necessary steps to reverse 
our youth vaping epidemic in order to save our youth from a lifetime of addiction. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to testify. We strongly support SB 2902 and respectfully ask 
you to pass this measure as is out of committee. 
 
 
Mahalo, 

 
Jessica Yamauchi, MA 
Executive Director 

 
!

"!The Coalition for a Tobacco-Free Hawai‘i (Coalition) is a program of the Hawai‘i Public Health Institute (HIPHI) that is 
dedicated to reducing tobacco use through education, policy, and advocacy.  With more than two decades of history in 
Hawai‘i, the Coalition has led several campaigns on enacting smoke-free environments, including being the first state in 
the nation to prohibit the sale of tobacco and electronic smoking devices to purchasers under 21 years of age. 
 
The Hawai‘i Public Health Institute is a hub for building healthy communities, providing issue-based advocacy, 
education, and technical assistance through partnerships with government, academia, foundations, business, and 
community-based organizations. 
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###!U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. E-cigarette Use Among Youth and Young Adults, a Report from the 
Surgeon General (2017). From https://e-cigarettes.surgeongeneral.gov/documents/2016_SGR_Exec_Summ_508.pdf 
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#5!Jackler RK, Ramamurthi D. Tob Control Epub ahead of print: 2.6.19.doi:10.1136/tobaccocontrol-2018-054796. 
https://tobaccocontrol.bmj.com/content/early/2019/01/31/tobaccocontrol-2018-054796 
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5!This study by Ward Research, Inc. summarizes findings from a phone survey among n=807 Hawaii registered voters 
(maximum sampling error +/-3.3%), conducted between November 7 – December 4, 2019. 
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SB-2902 
Submitted on: 2/12/2020 9:24:28 AM 
Testimony for CPH on 2/13/2020 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Joseph Kohn MD 

Testifying for We Are 
One, Inc. - 

www.WeAreOne.cc - 
WAO 

Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

Stop poisoning people for profit. 

www.WeAreOne.cc 

 



Ph: (808) 446-2032 
Fax: (833) 565-3144 

PediatricTherapiesHawaii@gmail.com!
PediatricTherapiesHawaii.com 

To: Hawaii State Legislature 

Regarding: Electronic Smoking Device Regulations 

Position: Strong Support 

I am writing to express my strong support for stronger regulations for electronics smoking devices.  I fully 

support the following changes to current regulations. 

Tobacco License and Permit requirement: 

¥ This requirement is critical to educating and enforcing current laws applicable to ESD retailers. 

¥ Currently, the tobacco license is only $2.50 annually and a retail permit is $20 annually. The proposed 

increase is $250 for a tobacco license and $50 for a retailer permit. These fees are still much lower 

than alcohol license and permit fees. In comparison the annual wholesale liquor license for the City 

and County of Honolulu is $2,640. 

ESD tax: 

¥ Currently there is no tobacco tax attached to e-cigarettes. This bill would tax electronic smoking 

devices and e-liquid, which includes the e-juice as well as products with e-liquid pre-filled cartridges 

or pod-based products. 

¥ The proposed tax would be the same as other tobacco products, which is 70% of the wholesale price. 

Retail price of some e-liquids is offered as low as $0.99 cents per bottle. 

¥ Taxing tobacco products and cigarettes is a proven strategy to reduce youth initiation and encourage 

those who smoke or use tobacco products to quit. 

Online Sales: 

¥ This bill would prohibit online shipment of tobacco products to consumers. Only a tobacco licensee 

should be able to purchase and ship e-cigarettes online. 

Funding for ESD health and education programs for youth 

¥ Funding for tobacco prevention and control programs complement and strengthen the effect of tobacco 

policies in reducing smoking rates. The revenue from the ESD tax should go to these programs.!
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I feel these are important measures that needs to be taken by our community leaders to protect our keiki and 

their health.  As we all know, tobacco is highly addictive and detrimental to peopleÕs health so we need to 

prevent kids from getting hooked in the first place.  Since Hawaii has one of the highest middle and high 

school vaping rates in the country, it seems obvious that immediate action needs to be taken to address this 

epidemic. A study found that e-cigarette use is a strong risk factor for eventual cigarette smoking so preventing 

kids from starting vaping should be the focus for addressing this issue.  Big tobacco argues that vaping helps 

adults quit smoking but the truth is, that for every adult that quits smoking using e-cigarettes, 81 young people 

will become future smokers, which is an unacceptable trade off. 

Please do the right thing and help protect our keiki from Big Tobacco.  Protect them from getting starting using 

tobacco products and protect them from all the health risks that come with it.  It is our job as adults, parents, 

business owners, law makers, and community leaders to do something about this issue because we can and it is 

our obligation to our youth. 

Sincerely, 

Dr. Amy Peterson 

Executive Director/Physical Therapist 

Pediatric Therapy Hawaii
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SB-2902 
Submitted on: 2/12/2020 5:11:10 PM 
Testimony for CPH on 2/13/2020 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Michael Zehner Testifying for Hawaii 
Smokers Alliance 

Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  

We strongly opposed to anti-choice and anti-business bills scuh as SB2902. 
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SB-2902 
Submitted on: 2/12/2020 7:01:11 PM 
Testimony for CPH on 2/13/2020 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Alan Johnson 
Testifying for Hawaii 

Substance Abuse 
Coalition 

Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha, HSAC supports this bill especially the tremendous need to fund prevention 
messages to children. Aloha  
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February 12, 2020 
 
SENATE COMMERCE, CONSUMER PROTECTION AND HEALTH COMMITTEE 
 

SUPPORT FOR SB 2902Ñ RELATING TO TOBACCO PRODUCTS  
 
Aloha CPH Committee Members, 
 
The volunteers listed on the left are members of the Friends of Kamalani and Lydgate Park 
committee, and we would like to register our strong support for SB 2902. This bill calls for 
long-overdue regulation of electronic smoking devices. 
 
This requirement is critical to educating and enforcing current laws applicable to ESD 
retailers. Currently, the tobacco license is only $2.50 annually and a retail permit is $20 
annually. The proposed increase is $250 for a tobacco license and $50 for a retailer permit. 
These fees are still much lower than alcohol license and permit fees. In comparison the 
annual wholesale liquor license for the City and County of Honolulu is $2,640. 
  
Regarding taxing Electronic Smoking Devices, currently there is no tobacco tax attached to 
e-cigarettes. This bill would tax electronic smoking devices and e-liquid, which includes the 
e-juice as well as products with e-liquid pre-filled cartridges or pod-based products. The 
proposed tax would be the same as other tobacco products, which is 70% of the wholesale 
price. Retail price of some e-liquids is offered as low as $0.99 cents per bottle. 
 
Electronic smoking products are pernicious devices clearly profiting the tobacco industry by 
addicting children to nicotine. The detrimental long-term public health effects of nicotine 
addiction is established science. 
 
Please fulfill your allegiance to the people of Hawaii and advance Senate Bill  2902. It is your 
responsibility to protect our youthsÕ health and wellness, not to assure the tobacco industryÕs 
and tobacco retailersÕ profits at the expense of assured life-long health degradation and 
quality-of-life impairments. 
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
Tommy A. Noyes 
 
General Coordinator 
The Friends of Kamalani and Lydgate Park 
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SB-2902 
Submitted on: 2/12/2020 11:00:52 PM 
Testimony for CPH on 2/13/2020 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Miki Testifying for Small rural 
primary care office 

Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

We need to creat a cessation program specifically for our youth.  Hawaii Tobacco 
Quitline currently isn't designed to deal with the age group.  We the primary care office 
don't have much resources to help youth in quitting tobacco/vape.   
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SB-2902 
Submitted on: 2/12/2020 2:47:42 PM 
Testimony for CPH on 2/13/2020 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Doris Segal Matsunaga Testifying for Save 
Medicaid Hawaii Support No 

 
 
Comments:  
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SB-2902 
Submitted on: 2/11/2020 5:10:15 PM 
Testimony for CPH on 2/13/2020 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Lynn Murakami-
Akatsuka 

Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly support the passage of SB 2902 to add to the definition of "tobacco products" 
to include e-liquid and electronic smoking devices as used in the cigarette tax and 
tobacco tax law.  Also I strongly endorse the portion of funds for health education and 
prevention programs to address the risks and dangers of the use of electronic smoking 
devices for youth.  This is an important bill for the future of our children's health. 

Thank you for the opportunity to testify in strong support of SB 2902 

Lynn Murakami-Akatsuka, MPH, CHES 
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SB-2902 
Submitted on: 2/12/2020 9:08:01 AM 
Testimony for CPH on 2/13/2020 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

mary santa maria Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

Please pass SB2902 as this bill will do much to regulate the sales of electronic smoking 
devices that include nictotine in them as should be. It will increase State revenues that 
can then be used as educational funds for prevention and treatment. We owe our keiki 
this much.  

As a community member who has been involved with this issue for many years, I see it 
as the right time to put regulation on the illegal import and sales of tobacco products. 

Mahalo  

Mary  Santa Maria 

Makawao Hawaii 96768 
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SB-2902 
Submitted on: 2/12/2020 9:38:34 AM 
Testimony for CPH on 2/13/2020 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Kristin Mills Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

As a health educator for the State Health Department and as a parent of two children, I 
am in support of SB2902. ALL tobacco products (including electronic smoking devices 
[ESDs]) need to be regulated and taxed. Further, online sales of ESDs need to be 
regulated to assure that our youth are not able to purchase these devices. 

Regarding regulation of ESDs: Currently, the tobacco license is only $2.50 annually and 
a retail permit is $20 annually. The proposed increase of $250 for a tobacco license and 
$50 for a retailer permit are still much lower than alcohol license and permit fees. 

Regarding taxing ESDs: currently these products are not taxed. ESDs and e-liquids are 
tobacco products and they need to be treated as so and taxed likewise. The proposed 
tax would be the same as other tobacco products, which is 70% of the wholesale price. 
Retail price of some e-liquids is offered as low as $0.99 cents per bottle. Taxing tobacco 
products and cigarettes is a proven strategy to reduce youth initiation and encourage 
those who smoke or use tobacco products to quit. 

Regarding online Sales: This bill would prohibit online shipment of tobacco products to 
consumers. Only a tobacco licensee is able to purchase and ship e-cigarettes online. 
This aspect is CRITICAL to reduce youth who are becoming addicted to nicotine and 
tobacco products! Our youth need to be protected by prohibiting online sales of ESDs. 

I support the intent of the bill, which seeks to fund health and education programs on 
the dangers of ESDs for youth and ask that language be inserted to allocate tobacco tax 
revenue towards these programs. 
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SB-2902 
Submitted on: 2/12/2020 12:08:30 PM 
Testimony for CPH on 2/13/2020 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

mahea Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

I am an 8th grade student.  Smoking is bad in general but its even worses for kids. 
Smoking at a young age is very bad because your brain and body or still growing and it 
couol effect your growth. Also it is very bad for your lungs and heath in general. It is 
very addictive and it is hard to stop smoking . 
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SB-2902 
Submitted on: 2/12/2020 12:09:37 PM 
Testimony for CPH on 2/13/2020 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

kaimana Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

vapeing is junk fo you 
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SB-2902 
Submitted on: 2/12/2020 12:10:52 PM 
Testimony for CPH on 2/13/2020 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

jessa Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

Hello! My names Jessa S. :). I'm from Hana, Maui which is on the eastside of the 
hawaiian island Maui. I'm 13 years of age and a 8th grade student. My reason for this is 
to tell u my opinion on Why tobacco products shouldn't target youths. I think tobacco 
products shouldn't target the youth because if this targets our youth it could change 
their future, which when they get into society they can change other peoples future. 
Such as if they get too addicted to tobacco at a young age such as 13-18 years old they 
wont be doing as well in school which when they get older they won't have a much of a 
future they could be proud of. The kids these days see ads on how these products are 
ok for them to use. Such as the people that make these products as everyday looking 
objects. Like office supplies, children juice boxes, jacket strings, and etc. So with this 
said I would want these kids to have a better future by not using these "products" and 
live a healthy non tobacco life. 
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SB-2902 
Submitted on: 2/12/2020 12:08:42 PM 
Testimony for CPH on 2/13/2020 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Kawaiolaakealoha 
Sanita 

Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

Hi I am Kawaiolaakealoha Sanita a 8th grade student ant Hana High and Elementary 
School. I'm here to say that tobacco products are very bad for not just minors but also 
adults to. Vapes, weed, cigerets ec. are all very bad and for your phycical and metal 
health. I know the side affects that affect minors and adults. Smoking weed can 
sometimes cause certian peopls brain to react differently which can cause depression 
and suicidal thoughts. "Marijuana use has also been linked with depression and anxiety, 
and with suicidal thoughts among teens" says the Center for Disease Control and 
Pervention. What I read from them tells me that smoking can really harm everyone 
espesally teens. We as a comunnity need to stop tobacco and drug abuse for our 
genoration.  
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SB-2902 
Submitted on: 2/12/2020 12:20:01 PM 
Testimony for CPH on 2/13/2020 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Alexia Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

Hi my name is alexia i'm in 8th grade and i think they should not cell tabaco to kids. 
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SB-2902 
Submitted on: 2/12/2020 12:15:20 PM 
Testimony for CPH on 2/13/2020 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

seaena Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

.Hi my name is seaena, and im from Hana Maui and im an 8th grade student and  I 
think that all tobaco products should not be selled in stores because it ruins our lungs 
and keeps us people from keeping our body healthy and living longer 
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SB-2902 
Submitted on: 2/12/2020 12:24:36 PM 
Testimony for CPH on 2/13/2020 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

jacob pu Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

am a 8th grade student. i think tobaco products are bad for kids because they have 
different kinds of flavers that are adicting to kids.  
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SB-2902 
Submitted on: 2/12/2020 12:26:31 PM 
Testimony for CPH on 2/13/2020 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Shaunnie tolentino-
kaiwi 

Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

My name is Shaunnie im a 8th grader here at Hana High and Elementary school. I am 
writing this to testify on my behalf saying that the tabaco company should not be 
targeting us young youths. I have seen the product that they are making and it looks like 
what every child would like to have. It looks like a juice box, candy and jackets that 
make them hide it. These types of things should not be happening. It is dangerous for 
us kids and if you care for young children and their future, you need to put a stop to this 
kinds of companies. Flovoring is what is drawing us young kids to vape. Stop it once 
and for all. 

Mahalo, 

Shaunnie 
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SB-2902 
Submitted on: 2/12/2020 12:28:46 PM 
Testimony for CPH on 2/13/2020 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

julian Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

, hi im an 8th grade student  my thought's about tobacco killing kid's is bad.  the 
companies should get in trouble not the little kids.These products are bad for us kids, 
and if they get rid of the tobacco products us kids will not be tempted to using or even 
trying the product. So please help me in getting rid of this items. Banned it right 
now.Save us so we can live a healthy life in the future. 

Thank you for reading and hearing my concerns 
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SB-2902 
Submitted on: 2/12/2020 12:27:53 PM 
Testimony for CPH on 2/13/2020 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

kawelo Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

I am a middle school girl from Hana and i think that having tabbaco flavored products 
shouldnt be a vape flavor because it can lead from rolling a joint to just vaping and 
thinking its ok when it can cause cancer and many other deseases. 
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SB-2902 
Submitted on: 2/12/2020 12:29:21 PM 
Testimony for CPH on 2/13/2020 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Franz Weber Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  
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SB-2902 
Submitted on: 2/12/2020 12:42:47 PM 
Testimony for CPH on 2/13/2020 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

C. Azelski Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

E-cigarettes have evaded many of the tobacco regulations that led to historically low 
smoking rates. With the abundance of both brick-and-mortar and online retailers selling 
these products for as little as $1, they are cheap and easily accessible to our keiki. As a 
result, Hawaii's youth are paying the price, with one of the highest e-cigarette use rates 
in the nation.  

SB 2902 seeks to reverse this alarming statistic through licensing and permitting, 
taxation, online sales restrictions, and funding for youth e-cigarette education and 
prevention programs.  
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SB-2902 
Submitted on: 2/12/2020 12:57:51 PM 
Testimony for CPH on 2/13/2020 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Tenaya Jackman Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

Dear Chair and Committee Members, 

As a public health professionals for close to 30 years, I have dedicated my career to 
improving the public health.  This measure provides an opportunity to use a proven 
strategy to reduce use of e-cigarettes in our youth, a trememndous public health 
goal.  Unfortunately Hawaii has one of the highest rates of youth e-cigarette use in the 
nation.  Please support strategies that have reduced tobacco use and its associated 
health problems in the past. 

Thank you, 

Tenaya Jackman 
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SB-2902 
Submitted on: 2/12/2020 1:04:33 PM 
Testimony for CPH on 2/13/2020 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Michael deYcaza Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

Anything we can do to prevent childhood or teenage addiction to tobacco products will 
be well worth the effort in terms of avoided medical and lost productivity costs. 
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SB-2902 
Submitted on: 2/12/2020 1:16:04 PM 
Testimony for CPH on 2/13/2020 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Patricia Blair Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  
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SB-2902 
Submitted on: 2/12/2020 1:43:23 PM 
Testimony for CPH on 2/13/2020 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Kathryn Braun Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

I am a professor of Public Health, testifying as an individual. My husband has Chronic 
Obstructive Pulmonary Disease, caused by smoking cigarettes from age 14 to age 
34.  When he started at age 14, he had no idea that he was causing damage to his 
lungs. Now, he is a high utilizer of our healthcare system! 

E-cigarettes have evaded many of the tobacco regulations, and retailers are selling 
these products for as little as $1. This is getting our children hooked on tobacco. As a 
result, Hawaii's youth are paying the price, with one of the highest e-cigarette use rates 
in the nation. 

These products are cheap and accessible because they are not regulated. Yet they lead 
to tobacco dependence and, later in life,to severe illness that undercuts adult 
productivity and burdens our healthcare system. 

SB 2902 seeks to reverse this alarming statistic through licensing and permitting, 
taxation, online sales restrictions, and funding for youth e-cigarette education and 
prevention programs. Tobacco taxes are a proven strategy that discourages use of 
these products, especially among price-sensitive youth. 
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SB-2902 
Submitted on: 2/12/2020 1:45:28 PM 
Testimony for CPH on 2/13/2020 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Hilary Lang Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

Aloha, 

I am a teacher at Hana High & Elementary School for 11 years. I was an elementary 
teacher and now I am a middle school teacher. I have 7 and 11 year old children. We 
have had students as young as 3rd grade using vape products and bringing them to 
school. They are particularly drawn to the fun flavors, cute packaging, and being like 
their middle school family and friends. My kids are so excited about cotton candy, 
chocolate, strawberry, etc. Adults who are cigarette smokers are not looking for cotton 
candy flavor. Those are targeting my children. We have DARE at our school and anti-
vape poster contests, but many students are not interested because they already use it. 
Vape products have highly addictive nicotine and many chemicals that are very hard on 
growing bodies and minds. There are many vape products that are easy for the kids to 
conceal (looking like regular classroom supplies, candy, or tiny enough to keep in their 
clothing). When the kids use these chemical products, they have a hard time focusing 
on their academic classes. Nicotine is very addictive. Our children have so many 
challenges growing up to have large corporations targeting them to be life long 
customers addicted to their products. They are not old enough to make educated and 
informed choices about this level of addiction, chemical dependency, medical problems, 
loss of academic learning, and social emotional problems. Please help us keep these 
tobacco and nicotine products out of the hands of children so that they have an 
opportunity to grow up with healthy minds and bodies. 

  

I oppose penalties for our youth. We can not have our youth be afraid to get adult help. 
These are very addictive products and they have used these products it is because of 
the industry has targeted them. They will need to have support and help getting away 
from this addictive nicotine product and not be afraid that they will get in trouble. 

  

We need to have intelligence in helping combat these industries targeting our youth and 
trying to get them to become new life long customers. Please support these bills in 
protecting our at risk native youth. 
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Hilary Lang 

A concerned teacher and parent 

Hana High & Elemenary 

 



SB-2902 
Submitted on: 2/12/2020 2:02:59 PM 
Testimony for CPH on 2/13/2020 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Charity Kaiwi Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

To whom it may concern, 
 
I am writing in strong support of SB 2902.  
 
As a mother of two boys, one of which is currently in middle school. I am extremely 
concerned to hear that Hawaii has one of the highest rates of middle schoolers and high 
schoolers currently using e-cigarettes in the nation - 15.7% of middle schoolers and 
25.5% of high schoolers (Source: Hawaii YRBS, 2017). Nicotine is a highly addictive 
drug that impacts the adolescent brain, the ramifications are very serious. With more 
than 15,500 flavors, these products are being irresponsibly marketed. These fruity and 
candy-like flavors are designed to appeal to kids, while nicotine gets them hooked for 
life. 

Tobacco taxes are a proven strategy to discourage use of these products, especially 
among our most impressionable population, our youth. Furthermore, these taxes can go 
to youth educational and prevention programs. I do not want my children  to face the 
scenario where accessing these harmful products is easy. I am humbly asking for your 
support of this bill, SB2902. 
 
Respectfully, 
 
Charity Kaiwi 
46 Ohana Hana Lp. 
Wailuku, HI 96793 
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SB-2902 
Submitted on: 2/12/2020 2:41:00 PM 
Testimony for CPH on 2/13/2020 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Diane Neubert Individual Support Yes 
 
 
Comments:  

Please support taxes and regulation to protect our children from the awful health effects 
of tobacco.   
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SB-2902 
Submitted on: 2/12/2020 2:47:11 PM 
Testimony for CPH on 2/13/2020 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Cyrus Howe Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  
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Sincerely, 

Bryan Mih, MD, MPH, FAAP 

Pediatrician 

 



SB-2902 
Submitted on: 2/12/2020 5:09:10 PM 
Testimony for CPH on 2/13/2020 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Alan Watanabe Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  
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SB-2902 
Submitted on: 2/12/2020 5:14:15 PM 
Testimony for CPH on 2/13/2020 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Anthony Orozco Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  
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SB-2902 
Submitted on: 2/12/2020 5:34:38 PM 
Testimony for CPH on 2/13/2020 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

April Pacheco Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  
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SB-2902 
Submitted on: 2/12/2020 5:55:45 PM 
Testimony for CPH on 2/13/2020 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Tammy Young Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  
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SB-2902 
Submitted on: 2/12/2020 5:56:01 PM 
Testimony for CPH on 2/13/2020 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Kathleen Hagan Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

As a nurse, parent, and teacher concerned about the prevalence of vaping in our 
middle and high schools in Maui County, I am writing in strong support of 
SB2902. We have an epidemic of youth vaping/e-cigarette use in Hawaii and this 
is a multi-pronged approach to help curb it. Taxing tobacco products is a proven 
way to reduce youth initiation. Limiting online shipment of tobacco products to 
those with a license will reduce access to electronic smoking devices for our 
youth. Allocation of funds from taxes on these tobacco products towards 
education and prevention programs will raise awareness about the health risks of 
electronic cigarette use which are still widely unknown or underestimated in our 
community. As a nurse with training as a tobacco cessation specialist, I have 
seen first-hand how hard it is for people to quit tobacco; so much better for us to 
keep our keiki from getting addicted in the first place!   

Mahalo, 

Kathleen Hagan, MS, APRN, ANP-BC 
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SB-2902 
Submitted on: 2/12/2020 6:23:43 PM 
Testimony for CPH on 2/13/2020 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Jeff Stevens Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  
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SB-2902 
Submitted on: 2/12/2020 7:05:18 PM 
Testimony for CPH on 2/13/2020 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Ashlee Klemperer Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

February 12th, 2020 

Re: Support of SB2902 - Relating to Tobacco Products 

Senate Committee on Commerce, Consumer Protection, and Health Members and 
Chair, 

      I wish to submit testimony in support of HB2346 - Relating to Tobacco Products. As 
a social worker, substance prevention specialist, and parent I ask you desperately to 
pass this bill and take a major step towards protecting our youth. The need for 
regulation and taxation of e-ciggarettes is absolutely vital in our efforts to combat the 
sweeping epidemic of youth vaping. 

      As the e-ciggarette/vaping industry has operated without any regulations or 
parameters the acessibility of this product has been a great contributing factor that 
influences youth use. Our state is losing this battle and the only way forward is to 
regulate and tax these products heavily. The elimination of online sales is imparative to 
limiting the accessibility as youth in Maui County specifically talk about how they 
primarily purchase these products from online retailers. 

Thank you, committee members and chair and please pass this bill to save lives and 
protect the youth of Hawaii. 

  

Ashlee Klemperer, MSW 

851 S Kihei Rd, Apt O103 

Kihei, HI 96753 
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SB-2902 
Submitted on: 2/12/2020 10:10:40 PM 
Testimony for CPH on 2/13/2020 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Diane Y Omura Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

My name is Diane Omura and I am a retired health educator from the island of 
Maui.  My focus has been on reducing teen risks while promoting safety and wellness. 
The students in the Baldwin Peer Education program and I have fought hard in 
preventing vape use among youth. Thanks to the comprehensive and continued training 
received from Kate Folio and the Coalition for Tobacco Free Maui, my students were 
motivated and well prepared to share knowledge among their peers.  However, about 
four years ago the students realized that education alone could not stop the trend and 
got involved in the legislative process.  Last year the students were extremely dismayed 
that the flavor ban failed despite repeated submissions of their testimonies. Now that 
premature deaths have made the headlines, please do the right thing and pass SB 2902 
that will regulate e-cig as tobacco products. This bill will require licensing, taxation, 
impose online sales restrictions and allow funding for prevention programs. Thank you 
for your consideration 
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SB-2902 
Submitted on: 2/12/2020 10:18:47 PM 
Testimony for CPH on 2/13/2020 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Dennis Barger Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Kakou, 

I am a health educator who has worked to reduce smoking rates in youth and adults for 
many years - decades.  SB2902 is neccessary to control a greedy industry that only 
thinks of profits and not the health or real people, especially youth.   

I am in favort of regualting the industry for the following reasons: 

1. 81% of youth who ever used tobacco products started with a flavored product, 
and more than half of youth smokers use menthol cigarettes.   

2. Tobacco companies are making and marketing deadly and addictive products 
that look and taste like our favorite childhood flavors, such as Hawaiian POG, 
Ono Orange Cream, and Halawa Guava. 

3. I oppose penalizing youth. We need to hold the industry accountable through 
regulations instead of punishing youth who have fallen prey to their predatory 
marketing tactics.                Mahalo, Kahu Dennis F. Barger 
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